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(a) to quash the impugned order dated 03.04.2024 with all consequential benefits 
such as the promotion on the post of Deputy Commissioner Commercial Tax 
from the date the persons junior has been promoted on the basis of the DPC held 
on 30.06.2020 which has been denied on the basis of the impugned order dated 
03.04.2024 alongwith other beneits which has been withheld on the basis of 
pending enquiry and punishment order.  
(b) Any other relief, which this Hon'ble Tribunal deems fit and proper in the 
circumstanes of the case may kindly be granted in favour of the petitioner, with 
the costs of this petition in favour of the petitioner. �
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� "Petition is allowed. The impugned order 18.09.2017 is hereby quashed. 
However, considering the nature of charges, the respondents shall be free to 
initiate a fresh enquiry against the petitioner from the stage of serving a fresh 
charge sheet without reference to the decision taken by the Principal Secretary, 
who incidentally identify the culpability of the petitioner, if any, and quantify his 
contribution to the matter of leakage of revenues applying his own discretion 
and judgement. Grant of consequential benefits may depend on the final 
outcome of the enquiry. If however, the respondents, decide to not initiate any 
fresh proceeding, petitioner shall be entitled to all consequential benefits 
including refund of recovery made uptil now, within three months of the receipt 
of a certified copy of this order."  
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"that the materials brought on record pointing out the guilt are required to be 
proved.  A decision must be arrived at on some evidence, which is legally 
admissible.  Mere production of documentary evidence is not enough.  
Contents of documentary evidence have to be proved by examining the 
witnesses."�
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����33. Keeping these factors in mind, we are of the considered opinion that 
every employer (whether State or private) must make sincere endeavor to 
conclude the departmental inquiry proceedings once initiated against the 
delinquent employee within a reasonable time by giving priority to such 
proceedings and as far as posible it should be concluded within six months as 
an outer limit. Where it is not possible for the employer to conclude due to 
certain unavoidable causes arising in the proceedings within the time frame 
then efforts should be made to conclude within reasonably extended priod 
depending upon the cause and the nature of inquiry but not more than a 
year."  
�
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"Without going into other issues raised, we are of the view that the impugned 
order of the respondent  authority imposing punishment on the appellant 
cannot be sustained.  Even if we assume that Rule 55-A which pertains to 
minor punishment was applicable and not Rule 55 which relates to major 
punishments, nevertheless Rule 55-A requires that the punishment prescribed 
therein cannot be passed unless the representation made pursuant to the 
show-cause notice, has been taken into consideration before the order is 
passed.  There is nothing in the  impugned order which shows that any of the 
several issues raised by the appellant in his answer to the show-cause notice 
were, in fact, considered.  No reason has been given by the respondent 
authority for holding that the charges were proved except for the ipse dixit of 
the disciplinary authority.  The order, therefore, cannot be sustained and must 
be and is set aside. " 
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"Reasons are the links between the materials on which certain conclusions are 
based and the actual conclusions.  They disclose how the mind is applied to the 
subject matter for a decision whether it is purely administrative or quasi-
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judicial.  They should reveal a rational nexus between the facts considered and 
the  conclusions reached." 
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 “that the requirement of recording reasons by every quasi judicial or even an 
administrative authority entrusted with the task of passing an order  adversely 
affecting an individual and communication thereof to the affected person is 
one of the recognized facets of the rules of natural justice and violation thereof 
has the effect of vitiating the order passed by the authority concerned.”  
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